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Introduction 

The Centre for Aerospace & Security Studies (CASS) organised a webinar titled ‘The 

US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics under the Next 

Administration’ on 3 October 2020. The webinar discussion focused on the following 

key areas:   

 Political, diplomatic, and economic fundamentals of the US-Pakistan 

relationship going forward; 

 Major domestic, regional, and global considerations shaping American and 

Pakistani interests; 

 Pakistan’s perspective on the changing contours of the bilateral relationship 

under the next administration; and, 

 Sensitising the Pakistani diaspora in the US about the issues critical to 

Pakistan’s future and their inputs in the conduct of diplomacy and advocacy.  

The President of CASS Air Chief Marshal (R) Kaleem Saadat delivered the Welcome 

Remarks, while Mr Nadeem Zaman moderated the discussion. Ambassador (R) Jalil 

Abbas Jilani and Dr Usman W. Chohan were the keynote speakers.  

The speakers apprised the Pakistani diaspora in the US about the future of Pakistan-

US relations and how they can play a role in further strengthening these ties. They 

also shed light on key factors that will influence the contours of this engagement with 

special reference to the ongoing US-China rivalry; Sino-Indian tensions; the situation 

in Afghanistan; the Coronavirus contagion; US domestic polarisation; and the role of 

international bodies like the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and projects like the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

Participants included members of: 

1. Pakistani American Political Action Committee (PAK PAC)  

2. American Pakistani Public Affairs Committee (APPAC) 

3. American-United Political Action Committee  

4. Kashmir Solidarity Council 

5. Pak-American Business Forum 

6. Crescent Foundation 

7. ICNA Relief 
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Executive Summary 

As the US presidential elections approach, there is a need to take stock of the US-

Pakistan relationship through a political, diplomatic, and economic lens. Whether 

Democrats or Republicans hold the White House and Congress, many considerations 

will determine the direction and magnitude of engagement between both countries. 

Some of these considerations are domestic, while others will be shaped by larger 

regional and global interests.  

In this regard, the growing antagonism between the US and China, which some 

analysts are even labelling the beginning of a new ‘Cold War’, puts Pakistan in an 

inimitable position. The country has enjoyed relatively good relations with both 

superpowers, but with China, the relationship has been very stable; while with the US, 

it has been more interest-based and transactional. Moreover, this relationship is also 

influenced by several other confounding variables such as India, Afghanistan, and the 

Saudi-Iran nexus. 

The discussion provided a holistic assessment of the current US-Pakistan bilateral 

relationship and the direction it is likely to take, especially vis-à-vis China, India, 

Afghanistan, and other regional players. Besides, the panellists discussed the 

economic aspects of this engagement. A brief Q/A session followed and the 

deliberations yielded insightful policy recommendations.  

Key Takeaways 

 There is not going to be a major shift of the US foreign policy under the next 

administration, whether it is Democrat or Republican. 

 The US needs to follow a balanced approach towards India and Pakistan. 

 There needs to be a genuine US focus on South Asia’s regional stability to defuse 

border tensions between India and Pakistan. 

 Pakistan is playing a very proactive role vis-à-vis Iran and Afghanistan – which has 

been recognised by the US administration. Its role as an arbitrator and bridge 

between these two countries is vital for US interests in South Asia and the Middle 

East. 
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 Pakistan’s success in combatting COVID-19 can be attributed to structural and 

policy factors.  

 The US-China trade war has damaged the US economy more than China’s 

economy. 

 CPEC is a positive and progressive project that is proving to be a boon for 

Pakistan’s economy.  

 FinCEN files shed new light on suspicious international financial activities - an 

indictment of the FATF’s misguided zeal against Pakistan. If the international 

community wants to take international money laundering seriously, global 

economic and banking centres in New York, London and Frankfurt need to be 

sanctioned to the hilt. 

 The US should stop seeing Pakistan from a strict security lens. Rather, it should 

also focus on business and investment opportunities offered by the country to 

strengthen and broaden this bilateral relationship. 

 American capitalism and current policies are out-of-sync with the lives, livelihoods, 

and concerns of ordinary Americans. Its economy is running on artificial stimulus 

given by the Federal Reserve.  

Recommendations  

 

 Pakistan needs to play a cautious and neutral role in the new emerging dynamics 

of the world order, especially given fraught US-China relations.  

 While Pakistan has historically fomented and consolidated a brotherly relationship 

with China, it needs to engage with the US consistently.  

 While recognising its role in global affairs, Pakistan should also apprise the US of 

its geostrategic importance and diplomatic relevancy, especially for Washington’s 

engagement with states like China and Iran.  

 Pakistan should encourage foreign investments from all countries without being 

biased in favour of one or the other 
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Summary of Proceedings  

Introductory Remarks 

Mr Nadeem Zaman 

In his Introductory Remarks, the moderator, Mr Nadeem Zaman, highlighted the 

objectives of the webinar, which included discussion about the political, diplomatic, 

and economic dimensions of the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship, especially in the 

context of the upcoming US Presidential elections.  

The Pakistani-American diaspora needs to engage with both 
the Democratic and Republican parties. However, one needs 

to remember that Democratic candidate Joe Biden was 
instrumental in shaping the Kerry-Lugar Bill signed in 2009 

which provided USD 7.5 billion of non-military aid to Pakistan 
between 2010-14. 

Welcome Remarks 

Air Chief Marshal (R) Kaleem Sadaat  

President CASS welcomed the audience and appreciated the 

positive role played by the Pakistani-American diaspora in 

representing their home country which is the sixth-largest in the 

world. While regretting that their home country is currently 

unable to utilise all their services and talents because of 

economic compulsions, he urged the Pakistani-American diaspora 

to continue serving Pakistan by influencing policy corridors in the US in its favour.  

Discussing the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship, President CASS highlighted its one-

sidedness, skewed heavily in the US’ favour. He highlighted that Pak-US relations 

have seen ups and downs: Pakistan was a non-NATO ally at the best of times, and 

before that the country was sanctioned for 10 years at a stretch. ‘Hence, this mutual 

relationship has essentially been driven by American interests as things stand 

because it has always been asymmetrical’, he said.  
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What the Americans desire happens - when they want to 
disengage, they disengage; when they want to engage, they 

engage. 
 

President Saadat also threw light on the growing competition between the US and 

China and its potential spillover effects for Pakistan. 

Pakistan has diplomatic relations with both countries. With 
China, they are more stable, while with the US, they have been 
more volatile. So, if the competition between the US and China 

becomes more acute, it will put Pakistan in a difficult 
situation, especially if push comes to shove and it is forced to 

choose sides. Pakistan should focus on the present for the 
time being and especially observe the situation emerging out 

of the November Presidential Elections. 

Keynote Speaker 

Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jillani 

Drawing from his own experience as a career diplomat, 

Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jillani discussed the present and 

future trajectory of the US-Pakistan bilateral relations in light of 

its history.  

Pak-US Ties from a Historic Lens 

Ambassador Jillani informed the audience that when talking about Pakistan-US 

relations, one needs to keep the following factors in mind:  

1. This has been the most important, most complex, most talked about, and least 

understood bilateral relationship.  

2. Pakistan does not have the kind of convergences it enjoyed during the Cold War 

when the US and the Soviet Union were pitted against each other. During the Cold 

War, Pakistan decided to align its interests with the US, whereas India chose to be 

a part of the Soviet Union-led alliance.  

3. Even though Pakistan was part of the US-led alliance, interests have largely 

differed. There have never been truly common and shared strategic interests at 

any time which are necessary to form a genuine alliance. Earlier, for the US, the 

most important foreign policy and security objectives were to contain the spread of 
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communism, and now, it is China. For Pakistan, the most important concern has 

always been the security threat faced vis-à-vis India - a large country with which 

there are many complications, mainly the unresolved issue of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Given the very tense relationship with India in the past and to this day, Pakistan 

has always needed and sought out the support of the US and Western countries 

to meet its security needs.  

4. Although historically, Pak-US interests have differed, they have been important and 

provided e.g., the basis of cooperation during the Cold War. In this regard, while to 

some degree even today, Pakistan remains preoccupied with its security vis-à-vis 

India, the US interests are now focused on terrorism, Afghanistan, China, and Iran.  

5. Both the US and Pakistan have benefited tremendously from this relationship. 

Pakistan received critical defence supplies and had some support on the Jammu 

and Kashmir dispute in the initial years. With the US’ economic assistance, the 

country has been able to build two large dams Tarbela and Mangla; establish 

educational institutions; and Pakistani students, civil servants, and members of the 

Armed Forces were trained in the US. Pakistan also received financial and 

budgetary support from the US besides endorsement of development assistance 

from The World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), International Finance 

Corporation (IFC), and the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The US, on the other 

hand, also benefited tremendously from Pakistan’s participation in SEATO and 

CENTO. Pakistan was a frontline state for the promotion of US strategic interests 

in South Asia and the Middle East. It also played a most critical role in the defeat 

of the Soviet Union in the Afghan war which was extremely cost-effective for the 

US since this is the only war in recent history that was comprehensively won by 

America to become the sole supreme power.  

Growing Indo-Pak Convergence and US-China Divergence: Impacts on Pakistan 

Beginning in the 1990s, the US started tilting towards India for 
a plethora of reasons, the most prominent being the demise of 

the Soviet Union and the rise of China as a major power. 
Unsurprisingly, relations of the US with Pakistan plunged 
during this time as the latter had always remained wary of 

India’s geopolitical designs. 
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Respective bilateral relations between US-India and China-Pakistan have evolved due 

to the growing antagonism between Washington and Beijing.  

The US has accorded India the same status given to its European allies, to Australia, 

to Japan and some other countries like Israel. Indo-US cooperation, in almost every 

field, has reached new heights as can be reflected in the following developments: 

 Both the US and India cooperate on matters related to South Asia regularly.   

 India has emerged as a pivot of the US Indo-Pacific strategy, previously known as 

the Asia-Pacific strategy under the Obama administration. The Trump 

administration has only changed the nomenclature of the Asia-Pacific strategy 

while retaining the same contours that Obama’s policy contained vis-à-vis Asia and 

the region.  

India was accorded de jure nuclear status in 2005, 
subsequently formalised in 2008 when the NSG granted a 
waiver to India upon Washington’s request to commence 
civilian nuclear trade making it the only known country 
with nuclear weapons which is not a party to the Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) but is still allowed to carry out 
nuclear commerce with the rest of the world. 

 

While Pakistan plays a key role in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) via CPEC, India 

has also moved closer to the US by strategically becoming part of what is being called 

‘Quad Plus (or Asian NATO)’ which can include Israel, Middle Eastern, and South 

Asian countries and also some Southeast Asian states. Ultimately, such an alliance is 

meant to be used against China. In this context then, it comes as no surprise that both 

the US and India have shown extreme opposition to the BRI in general and CPEC in 

particular.  

There are many other logistic and intelligence agreements 
which the US has signed with India, which also creates 

instability in South Asia. India has also emerged as the largest 
recipient of US military assistance and is ranked third as a 

buyer of American military equipment. 
 

The US also continued to remain silent when India unilaterally annexed the disputed 

territory of Kashmir by repealing Article 370 and 35-A, thus, revoking the special status 

of Jammu and Kashmir and its inhabitants.  
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Role of Lobbies in Pak-US Relations  

Discussing the role of lobbies, Ambassador Jillani highlighted that the Indian lobby in 

Washington has grown quite strong and it regularly flexes its muscles against 

Pakistani and Chinese interests. This lobby is ubiquitous in policy circles, political 

action committees, think-tanks, and media. It routinely attacks Pakistan’s nuclear 

programme, while simultaneously trying to dent shared Pak-China economic 

interests. Consequently, the very strong anti-China lobby has also become anti-

Pakistan.  

The non-proliferation lobby looks at Pakistan’s nuclear 
programme with a prejudiced lens and has not recognised its 

nuclear capability. 

Future Prospects 

The US will continue to be a great power for decades to come and despite its declining 

global profile, it will exercise influence in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. It 

will influence the spheres of trade, finance, security, and disarmament.  

There is not going to be a major confrontation between 
Pakistan and the United States of America. This makes 

Pakistan’s options relatively easy since Islamabad needs to 
convince the US administration (whether Republican or 

Democrat) that Pakistan’s relationship with China is as old as 
the country’s relationship with America. Pakistan has never 
played one against the other despite its close relationship 

with both power centres. Pakistan has always played the role 
of a bridge between the two countries. 

 

Almost all countries are facing non-traditional threats like climate change, terrorism, 

nuclear proliferation, maintaining the existing economic order etc. because of which 

Pak-US cooperation is of critical importance. 

Ambassador Jillani further added that the government needs to convey to the US 

administration of its importance in global affairs and that Pakistan understands the 

compulsions which have prompted the US to have a tilt towards India. Pakistan also 

understands the limitations which are imposed on the US because of the current 
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economic downturn so accordingly Islamabad’s expectations are extremely realistic 

as far as Washington is concerned.  

Even if there is no relationship of assistance between 
Pakistan and the US, there needs to be cooperation to expand 

economic relations and focus on stronger trade and 
investment by promoting business-to-business contacts 

between the two sides. 
 

Moreover, since Iran and the US do not have diplomatic relations, Pakistan can 

represent Iranian interests in Washington which may be beneficial because Islamabad 

has been a friend in the past and can play the role of a neutral arbitrator between the 

US and Iran. 

Keynote Speaker 

Dr Usman W. Chohan 

Dr Usman W. Chohan provided a holistic overview of Pakistan’s 

economy, especially in the context of COVID-19, the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the Financial Action Task 

Force (FATF), and the prospects for Pak-US economic 

cooperation. He also discussed the US-China bilateral trade and 

economic relations.  

COVID-19 and Pakistan 

Dr Chohan discussed how Pakistanis living within the country and overseas appear 

perplexed at the comparative success of Pakistan in handling this pandemic in 

comparison with other countries like Brazil, India, and even the US; and many ask why 

the contagion remained mercifully meek.  

Both structural and policy factors together offer considerable 
explanatory power regarding Pakistan’s early victories against 

COVID-19. 
 

He pointed to five major factors in this regard: 
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The foremost factor that stood in Pakistan’s favour has been its demographics. 

Although young people are not immune to respiratory illness, their death rate is 

minuscule (<1 per cent) compared to that of elderly patients (double-digit fatality rates).  

With 70% of Pakistan’s population below the age of 29, the 
demographic pyramid has been an intrinsic blessing. 

 

The second major factor favouring Pakistan has been the low co-morbidity of factors 

such as obesity. Preliminary studies have indicated that obesity (and its concomitant 

side-effects) significantly worsen outcomes for Coronavirus patients. Pakistan ranks 

148/191 countries with an obesity rate of just 8.6%, and China ranks even lower at 

6.2%. By contrast, Brazil has an obesity rate of 22% and the US has a whopping 36% 

obesity rate.  

A third factor speaks to the ‘non-specific immunity’ that might have been generated 

due to existing vaccination programmes in Pakistan, specifically the BCG vaccine that 

has been actively immunising the population since 1965. BCG offers non-specific 

immunity to several diseases such as leprosy and tuberculosis.  

There is a compelling hypothesis that BCG vaccination in 
Pakistan might have provided ancillary and non-specific 

protection to many Pakistanis. 
 

A fourth factor, Dr Chohan pointed out, is in the urban design, a point that is quite 

subtle but important.  

Pakistan’s generally ad-hoc urbanisation is characterised by 
low-rise buildings as opposed to tall high-rises. This means 

that there are fewer points of concentration in residential 
zones, such as elevators or stairwells, where people would be 

forced to transit. 

 

He said that although low-rise urban sprawl may bring many drawbacks with it, from a 

contagion perspective it lowers the risk of concentrated hot-zones for large groups. 

A fifth factor has been cultural and is attributable to the conservatism and traditionalism 

of the public sphere. In Pakistan, traditional gender roles are more prominently 
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enforced, leading women to occupy a wider presence in the private sphere and men 

in the contrasting public sphere.  

In Pakistan, women were in a semi-state of de facto quarantine 
through their ascription to domesticity, lowering the 

transmission rates considerably. 
 

Dr Chohan also pointed out that the Government of Pakistan (GoP), unlike that of the 

US, took the pandemic very seriously from the beginning.  

There was enormous political will behind preserving both 
people’s lives and their livelihoods. Hence, a thorough 

national coordination mechanism was created that involved 
the resources of the Centre and the provinces, along with both 

civil and military expertise and manpower. 
 

Policies such as smart lockdowns and widespread public messaging further curtailed 

the virus’ onslaught, and reflected the sobriety with which the government mobilised, 

despite its resource constraints. Also, there has been a strong civil society response 

to the pandemic in Pakistan. Many charities and individuals set to work assisting the 

poor and the needy, wherever the state’s resources fell short. Dr Chohan applauded 

the doctors and nurses in Pakistan who tirelessly worked day and night to save lives 

in a monumental and selfless effort. While acknowledging the negative GDP growth 

rate and double-digit inflation, he argued that Pakistan’s situation is much better in 

comparison to the neighbouring countries and that the recent locust attack also played 

some role in the dismal economic statistics. 

US-China Competition 

Dr Chohan also discussed the belligerent policies of the US under the Trump 

administration vis-à-vis China.  

The US-driven trade war has backfired, doing a lot of damage 
to the American economy as compared to China. 

 

According to Dr Chohan, it is because of the mutual interdependencies between the 

American and Chinese economies and overlap of the business and corporate interests 

of both countries. 
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Pakistan’s Economy 

Pakistan has succeeded in keeping the Coronavirus down, its consequences have 

permeated into the economic sphere. Globally, GDP growth rates forecasts for next 

year have come down, but Pakistan’s GDP will only go down about 0.4%. Compared 

to other countries in South Asia like India, Bhutan, Nepal and Maldives, Pakistan has 

done fairly well. 

He pointed to CPEC as a positive and progressive project unfolding in the country 

courtesy of China. In his view, though there are interest groups and hostile narratives 

against CPEC - especially located in India. However, they have been largely 

unsuccessful in sabotaging the USD 62 billion projects, he remarked.    

FATF: A Political Tool 

Sharing details about the recent US Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement 

Network (FinCEN) leaks, Dr Chohan explained that if one were to believe the 

politicised gimmicks of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), Pakistan would be #1 

on the list. Yet, the biggest money launderers identified in the FinCEN leaks by far 

include JPMorgan Chase, HSBC, Standard Chartered, Deutsche Bank, and Bank of 

New York Mellon.  

North American and European banks are, in fact, the worst 
perpetrators of money laundering in the world, and FinCEN 
helps to cement that realisation of the West’s culpability in 

global money laundering. 
 

According to the FinCen files, Pakistani SARs amount to a mere USD 2.5 million out 

of more than USD 2 trillion.  

Indian banking institutions, which flagged among the FinCEN 
files, amount to USD 890 million potentially suspicious 

transactions that involve almost all major Indian lenders. 

The value of Indian suspicious transactions might be 400 
times larger than that of Pakistan. 

 

Given this, Dr Chohan questioned why Pakistan is constantly singled out for the 

FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting.  
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As Pakistani Americans, it is important to be familiar with 
FATF, what it does and why it is picking on Pakistan in such 

an irrational manner given the scope of things now. 

Need for Greater Economic Ties between Pakistan and the USA 

Regarding the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship, Dr Chohan regretted that the US still 

views Pakistan from a security lens. Pointing to recent remarks by US Ambassador-

designate William Todd who when asked about his priorities for the country mentioned 

Afghanistan, India, terrorism and nuclear issues he lamented that there was no focus 

on economic cooperation because: 

The US still views us [Pakistan] through the prism of violence. 
We are the imagined ‘other’, the bad guy, the scapegoat for 
their misadventures around the world, and this part of that 

Islamophobic streak. 
 

He urged the Pakistani American community to lobby hard so that the socioeconomic 

lens is also added into Washington’s perceptions about Pakistan. 

The US and Its Domestic Environment 

Dr Chohan also commented on the precarious state of the US economy and how its 

capitalistic model is out of sync with ordinary American citizens, with the economy 

being given artificial stimulus by the Federal Reserve by printing a plethora of 

banknotes. He cautioned that these days Islamabad is safer than the streets of Boston 

or even New York, not just because of the spread of the pandemic, but also because 

the FBI has warned that Islamic terrorism is not the biggest threat anymore. The bigger 

threat, to the US now, is white nationalists. 

He concluded that Pakistan strongly advocates international cooperation on all issues 

whether they are related to global health concerns or climate change (e.g., reviving 

the Paris Accord) which impacts a country like Pakistan through massive floods each 

year. Citing Pakistan’s National Security Advisor Dr Moeed Yusuf, Dr Chohan stressed 

that if a country wants to invest in ten different projects in Pakistan, another country is 

welcome to invest in 20 projects, and Pakistan should welcome them all.  
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Pakistan is an important conciliatory player that wants to have 
good relations with India, with Afghanistan, and with America 
working together to build a new socioeconomic architecture 

to tackle a very difficult time in the world’s history. 

Question and Answer Session 

Future Role of the US in Afghanistan 

Both the US and Pakistan would like to see a stable Afghanistan, but peace in 

Afghanistan is especially critical for Pakistan as the latter has suffered the most. 

However, there is still a lot of uncertainty looming around the Afghan peace process 

due to a lot of factors. For instance, the issue of rewriting of the Afghan constitution, 

power-sharing mechanism, and a lack of consensus on the peace process are the 

factors that directly contribute to this uncertainty.  

As far as the financial aspect of future Afghan dispensation is concerned, it remains 

unclear whether the US Congress will be willing to release funds for Afghan 

development and peace once the US troops withdraw. The same is the case for NATO 

allies.  

Asian NATO: Impact on South Asia 

A lot of uncertainty looms around the concept of ‘Asian NATO’ and whether such an 

alliance would ever materialise. South Asian states like Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, 

etc., which have historically remained subservient to India, are now slowly coming out 

of its nexus and asserting their autonomy.  

Impact of COVID-19 and Travel Bans on Pakistan’s Economy 

Travel bans have a very negative impact on the economy of any country, and 

according to some estimates, the loss to the global economy from COVID-19 travel 

bans run into tens of billions of dollars. However, the situation is ominous for the 

international aviation industry, and some analysts predict that it won’t return to 

normalcy until 2023-24.  
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Annexure I 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics under the Next 
Administration 

 

Pakistan can play role of a bridge between the US and China; and 
between the US and Iran. 

 

FATF is being used as a tool of political coercion.  

 

The value of Indian suspicious financial transactions are likely to be 400 
times larger than that of Pakistan.  

 

Programs should be developed whereby second-generation Americans 
of Pakistani descent visit regularly to maintain their links with the 

country and understand Pakistan’s socioeconomic landscape. 

 

Whether Democrats or Republicans hold the White House, there are many 

considerations that will determine the direction and magnitude of engagement 

between Pakistan and the United States (US). Some of these considerations are 

domestic, while others will be shaped by larger regional and global interests. Issues 

of special importance include US-China rivalry; Sino-Indian tensions; stability in 

Afghanistan; US domestic polarization; and the impacts of projects like CPEC and 

politicization of FATF as well as Pakistan’s economic fundamentals. If global money 

laundering is to be taken seriously, one needs to sanction New York, London, 

Frankfurt and New Delhi to the hilt. 
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These were some of the key takeaways of the seminar on ‘The US & Pakistan: 
Politics, Diplomacy and Economics under the Next Administration’ organised by 
the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies (CASS), in collaboration with the 
Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar was attended by senior members of 
PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-America 
Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. 

While providing a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of 
Pakistani Americans pointed out that since the US Presidential Elections are around 
the corner, it is important to discuss the diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of 
the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship and its future under the next administration in 
light of changing local and international dynamics. He stressed the need for sensitizing 
the Pakistani diaspora in the US and elsewhere on critical issues related to Pakistan’s 
future to seek their input and recommendations in the conduct of diplomacy and 
advocacy.  

In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal (R) Kaleem Saadat, 
President of CASS highlighted that Pakistanis are the 6th largest 
diaspora in the world and the US is an important destination. He 
explained that inability to use the potential of Pakistani 
professionals trained, and residing in the US, is due to the small 
size of Pakistan’s economy and not enough commensurate 
positions where they could be employed. He urged that it is vital to 
strategize how Pakistani diaspora can impact US policies about 
Pakistan, especially given that the former ‘engages when the 
conditions suit its own interests and disengages whenever its interests are not being 
served.’ In view of the current US-China rivalry and US pivot to India, Pakistan will 
need to maintain a balance between its two vital partners, the President said. 

 

According to Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director 
on Foreign Policy, the US will continue to remain a great super 
power in the years to come, and Pakistan needs to maintain cordial 
relations with both Washington and Beijing. He added that while 
CPEC is a manifestation of China’s support to Pakistan, the US is 

equally important for the latter’s economic well-being since it is a 
major trading partner and export destination for Pakistani goods.   

Both countries need to find alternative ways to move forward on issues that are of 
mutual interest, especially non-traditional security threats like climate change. The 
Ambassador pointed out that not only has Pakistan proven to be an invaluable partner 
in the intra-Afghan dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US 
and China; and between Iran and the US. He advised that second-generation 
Americans of Pakistani descent need to visit regularly to maintain their links with the 
country and understand Pakistan’s socioeconomic landscape. For this, some 
arrangements need to be made. 
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Discussing the US-Pakistan relationship from a political economy perspective, Dr 
Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National Development 
highlighted that the relationship and its future cannot be discussed 
without factoring in how both have tackled the Coronavirus 
pandemic. According to him, there are both structural and policy 
factors that together illustrate Pakistan’s early victories against 
COVID-19. The foremost being Pakistan’s demographics - with 
70% below the age of 29, the demographic pyramid has been an 
intrinsic blessing. The second major factor is the low co-morbidity 
of factors such as obesity. The US (unlike Pakistan) has a whopping 
36% obesity rate with more than one-third Americans falling into this 
danger zone. A third factor has been Pakistan’s generally ad-hoc urbanisation 
characterised by low-rise buildings as opposed to tall high-rises like the ones in the 
States.   

 

Dr Chohan also highlighted that the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, 
took the pandemic very seriously from the beginning for preserving both peoples’ lives 
and livelihoods through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and 
provinces, along with both civil and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as 
smart lockdowns and widespread public messaging further curtailed the virus’ 
onslaught, and reflected the sobriety with which the government mobilised, despite its 
resource constraints’, he shared. 

 

On the issue of FATF, Dr Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports 
(SARs)’ amount to $2.5 million out of more than $2 trillion - a tiny drop in the ocean, 
and begs the question of why Pakistan is constantly singled out for the FATF’s grey 
list and possible blacklisting. According to the International Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ), the biggest money-launderers include JP Morgan Chase, HSBC, 
Standard Chartered, Deutsche Bank, and Bank of New York Mellon.  

 

He stressed that ‘North American and European banks are, in fact, the worst 
perpetrators of money laundering in the world, and FinCEN helps to cement that 
realisation of the West’s culpability in global money laundering.’ Dr Chohan opined 
that Congress and Wall Street are out of sync with the hardships of the ordinary 
American citizen and hence, becoming more polarised and reactionary. He was of the 
view that regional and global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive 
and bring hope for a more inter-connected world.  

 

The webinar was followed by a Question/Answer session from prominent members of 
the American diaspora.■  
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OCTOBER 5, 2020  

Future of Pak-US relations under next 
administration discussed 
ISLAMABAD: A webinar on ‘The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics under the 

Next Administration’ was organised by the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies (CASS), in 

collaboration with the Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar was attended by senior 

members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-America 

Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. While providing a brief 

overview, Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani Americans pointed out that since 

the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is important to discuss the diplomatic, 

economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship and its future under the 

next administration. In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal (r) Kaleem Saadat, President 

CASS highlighted that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot to India, Pakistan will need to 

maintain a balance between its two vital partners. Ambassador (r) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director 

on Foreign Policy, said that Pakistan needs to maintain cordial relations with both Washington and 

Beijing. He added that while CPEC is a manifestation of China’s support to Pakistan, the US is 

equally important for the latter’s economic well-being since it is a major trading partner and export 

destination for Pakistani goods. 

He also pointed out that not only has Pakistan proved to be an invaluable partner in the intra-

Afghan dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US and China; and between 

Iran and the US. Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National 

Development highlighted that the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID 

pandemic very seriously through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and 

provinces, along with both civil and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart 

lockdowns and widespread public messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught, and reflected 

the sobriety with which the government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On 

the issue of FATF, Dr Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount 

to $2.5 million out of more than $2 trillion - a tiny drop in the ocean, and begs the question of why 

Pakistan is constantly singled out for the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the 

view that regional and global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive and bring 

hope for a more inter-connected world. 

 

Courtesy: Afshan S. Khan 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/724955-future-of-pak-us-relations-under-next-
administration-discussed3 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/724955-future-of-pak-us-relations-under-next-administration-discussed3
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/724955-future-of-pak-us-relations-under-next-administration-discussed3
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4. 

.  

 

OCTOBER 04, 2020  

CASS arranges webinar on US-Pakistan relations 
A webinar on ‘The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics under the Next 
Administration’ was  organised by the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies (CASS), in 
collaboration with the Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar was attended by senior 
members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-America 
Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. 

 

While providing a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani 
Americans pointed out that since the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is 
important to discuss the diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral 
relationship and its future under the next administration. In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal 
(Retd) Kaleem Saadat, President CASS highlighted that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot 
to India, Pakistan will need to maintain a balance between its two vital partners. Ambassador (R) 
Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director on Foreign Policy, said that Pakistan needs to maintain cordial 
relations with both Washington and Beijing. He added that while CPEC is a manifestation of 
China’s support to Pakistan, the US is equally important for the latter’s economic well-being since 
it is a major trading partner and export destination for Pakistani goods.   

 

He also pointed out that not only has Pakistan proved to be an invaluable partner in the intra-
Afghan dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US and China; and between 
Iran and the US. Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National 
Development highlighted that the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID 
pandemic very seriously through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and 
provinces, along with both civil and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart 
lockdowns and widespread public messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught, and reflected 
the sobriety with which the government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On 
the issue of FATF, Dr Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount 
to $2.5 million out of more than $2 trillion - a tiny drop in the ocean, and begs the question of why 
Pakistan is constantly singled out for the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the 
view that regional and global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive and bring 
hope for a more inter-connected world. 

 

https://nation.com.pk/04-Oct-2020/cass-arranges-webinar-on-us-pakistan-relations 

 

 

 

https://nation.com.pk/04-Oct-2020/cass-arranges-webinar-on-us-pakistan-relations
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5.  

 

 

 

OCTOBER 4, 2020 

CASS arranges webinar on Pak-Us  
ISLAMABAD, OCT 4 – A webinar on ‘The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics 

under the Next Administration’ was  organised by the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies 

(CASS), in collaboration with the Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar was attended 

by senior members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-

America Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. While providing 

a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani Americans pointed out 

that since the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is important to discuss the 

diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship and its future 

under the next administration. In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal (Retd) Kaleem Saadat, 

President CASS highlighted that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot to India, Pakistan will 

need to maintain a balance between its two vital partners. Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS 

Director on Foreign Policy, said that Pakistan needs to maintain cordial relations with both 

Washington and Beijing. He added that while CPEC is a manifestation of China’s support to 

Pakistan, the US is equally important for the latter’s economic well-being since it is a major trading 

partner and export destination for Pakistani goods. He also pointed out that not only has Pakistan 

proved to be an invaluable partner in the intra-Afghan dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a 

bridge between the US and China; and between Iran and the US. 

Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National Development highlighted that 

the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID pandemic very seriously 

through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and provinces, along with both civil 

and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart lockdowns and widespread public 

messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught, and reflected the sobriety with which the 

government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On the issue of FATF, Dr 

Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount to $2.5 million out of 

more than $2 trillion – a tiny drop in the ocean, and begs the question of why Pakistan is constantly 

singled out for the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the view that regional and 

global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive and bring hope for a more inter-

connected world 

https://islamabadpost.com.pk/cass-arranges-webinar-on-pak-us-relations/ 

 

 

 

 

https://islamabadpost.com.pk/cass-arranges-webinar-on-pak-us-relations/
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6.  

 

OCTOBER 4, 2020 

CASS arranges webinar on PAK US Relations – 
Daily Notable 

According to the sources of PUNA, A webinar on ‘The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and 

Economics under the Next Administration ‘was organised by the Centre for Aerospace and 

Security Studies (CASS), in collaboration with the Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar 

was attended by senior members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity 

Council, Pak-America Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. 

While providing a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani 

Americans pointed out that since the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is 

important to discuss the diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral 

relationship and its future under the next administration. In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal 

(Retd) Kaleem Saadat, President CASS highlighted that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot 

to India, Pakistan will need to maintain a balance between its two vital partners. 

Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director on Foreign Policy, said that Pakistan needs to 

maintain cordial relations with both Washington and Beijing. He added that while CPEC is a 

manifestation of China’s support to Pakistan, the US is equally important for the latter’s economic 

well-being since it is a major trading partner and export destination for Pakistani goods. He also 

pointed out that not only has Pakistan proved to be an invaluable partner in the intra-Afghan 

dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US and China; and between Iran 

and the US. Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National Development 

highlighted. That the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID pandemic 

very seriously. Through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and provinces, 

along with both civil and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart lockdowns and 

widespread public messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught. And reflected the sobriety with 

which the government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On the issue of 

FATF, Dr Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount to $2.5 million. 

Out of more than $2 trillion – a tiny drop in the ocean. And begs the question of why Pakistan is 

constantly singled out. For the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the view that 

regional and global connectivity projects like BRI. And CPEC are progressive and bring hope for a 

more inter-connected world. – PUNA 

https://thedailynotable.com/2020/10/04/cass-arranges-webinar-on-pak-us-relations-daily-
notable/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thedailynotable.com/2020/10/04/cass-arranges-webinar-on-pak-us-relations-daily-notable/
https://thedailynotable.com/2020/10/04/cass-arranges-webinar-on-pak-us-relations-daily-notable/
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8.  

 

OCTOBER 4, 2020 

CASS arranges webinar The US & Pakistan: 
Politics, Diplomacy and Economics Relations 
The webinar was attended by senior members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, 

Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-America Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA 

Relief, amongst others. 

While providing a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani 

Americans pointed out that since the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is 

important to discuss the diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral 

relationship and its future under the next administration. In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal 

(Retd) Kaleem Saadat, President CASS highlighted that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot 

to India, Pakistan will need to maintain a balance between its two vital partners. 

Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director on Foreign Policy, said that Pakistan needs to 

maintain cordial relations with both Washington and Beijing. He added that while CPEC is a 

manifestation of China’s support to Pakistan, the US is equally important for the latter’s economic 

well-being since it is a major trading partner and export destination for Pakistani goods. He also 

pointed out that not only has Pakistan proved to be an invaluable partner in the intra-Afghan 

dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US and China; and between Iran 

and the US. 

Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National Development highlighted that 

the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID pandemic very seriously 

through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and provinces, along with both civil 

and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart lockdowns and widespread public 

messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught, and reflected the sobriety with which the 

government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On the issue of FATF, Dr 

Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount to $2.5 million out of 

more than $2 trillion – a tiny drop in the ocean, and begs the question of why Pakistan is constantly 

singled out for the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the view that regional and 

global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive and bring hope for a more inter-

connected world. 

https://rava.pk/news/cass-arranges-webinar-the-us-pakistan-politics-diplomacy-and-

economics-relations 
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9. 

 

OCTOBER 4, 2020 

CASS arranges webinar on Pak-Us relations 
ISLAMABAD, OCT 4 – A webinar on ‘The US & Pakistan: Politics, Diplomacy and Economics 

under the Next Administration ‘was  organised by the Centre for Aerospace and Security Studies 

(CASS), in collaboration with the Association of Pakistani Americans. The webinar was attended 

by senior members of PAK PAC, AP PAC, American-United PAC, Kashmir Solidarity Council, Pak-

America Business Forum, Crescent Foundation, and ICNA Relief, amongst others. While providing 

a brief overview, Mr Nadeem Zaman, President, Association of Pakistani Americans pointed out 

that since the US Presidential Elections are around the corner, it is important to discuss the 

diplomatic, economic, and political aspects of the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship and its future 

under the next administration. 

In his Opening Remarks, Air Chief Marshal (Retd) Kaleem Saadat, President CASS highlighted 

that in view of US-China rivalry and US pivot to India, Pakistan will need to maintain a balance 

between its two vital partners. Ambassador (R) Jalil Abbas Jilani, CASS Director on Foreign Policy, 

said that Pakistan needs to maintain cordial relations with both Washington and Beijing. He added 

that while CPEC is a manifestation of China’s support to Pakistan, the US is equally important for 

the latter’s economic well-being since it is a major trading partner and export destination for 

Pakistani goods. He also pointed out that not only has Pakistan proved to be an invaluable partner 

in the intra-Afghan dialogue, it is also in a position to act as a bridge between the US and China; 

and between Iran and the US. 

Dr Usman Chohan, CASS Director on Economic Affairs and National Development highlighted that 

the Government of Pakistan, unlike that of the US, took the COVID pandemic very seriously 

through a national coordination mechanism between the centre and provinces, along with both civil 

and military expertise and manpower. ‘Policies such as smart lockdowns and widespread public 

messaging further curtailed the virus’ onslaught, and reflected the sobriety with which the 

government mobilised, despite its resource constraints’, he shared. On the issue of FATF, Dr 

Chohan clarified that Pakistani ‘suspicious activity reports (SARs)’ amount to $2.5 million out of 

more than $2 trillion – a tiny drop in the ocean, and begs the question of why Pakistan is constantly 

singled out for the FATF’s grey list and possible blacklisting. He was of the view that regional and 

global connectivity projects like BRI and CPEC are progressive and bring hope for a more inter-

connected world. 

 

 

https://dnanews.com.pk/cass-arranges-webinar-pak-us-relations/ 

 

 



The US & Pakistan    2020 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


